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Banner Grade - Julian 
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This article is taken in its entirety from the Oceanview Mine website. 

Permission has been given to reprint for our use. 

The Oceanview Mine was part of the Pala Chief Group of claims owned by F. A. 
Salmons, et.al., circa 1907.  It was withdrawn from patent application and reverted 
to public domain.  In 1970, Joe Zeld filed a mining claim and did minor work on 
the Oceanview.  In Dec ‘73 it was sold to Roland Reed.  The adjacent Hazel W 
prospect was purchased by R. Reed from M. Myers & Barker in Apr ‘74 and re-
named the Elizabeth R.  The Oceanview was patented by R. Reed in Dec ‘79.  The 

Oceanview was sold to Jeff Swanger & Steve Koonce in Sept 2000. 

Initial work began in 1974 on the upper portion of the Oceanview pegmatite which 
produced several thousand lbs of quartz and feldspar crystals.  Some of the crystal 
groups weighed up to just over 80 lbs.  Much of the quartz was of optical clarity 
very unusual for a gem pegmatite.  This indicates that there was an abundance of 
deploymerizers in the natural toxic chemistry of the solutions which produced the 
pegmatite.  Also found where beryl (morganite) some exceeding 1 lb in weight and 
yielding flawless faceted stones up to 100 carats (now at the Houston Natural His-
tory Museum).  In May’82 a pocket was opened that produced the best morganite 

matrix specimens ever recovered in North America. 

Work was moved to a lower, down dip portion of the pegmatite on the Elizabeth R 
claim.  Continuing work in this area has produced outstanding morganite, poly-
chrome tourmaline and gem kunzite crystals along with the usual accessory miner-
als such as lepidolite mica, apatite, lithium phosphates, columbite, tantalite as well 

as quartz and feldspars. 

The Oceanview Mine is the only fully operating mine in the Pala District per cur-
rent MSHA and ATF registration and mining plans on file with all of the appropri-
ate agencies.  This means that we conduct all aspect of mining - drilling, blasting, 
storage, mucking, shoring, dewatering, etc with a certified mining crew including 
an active MSHA certified trainer.  Our crew has a total of at least 200 man - years 
of experience.  We continue to develop and follow the pegmatite vein structures to 

find more minerals and especially natural gemstones. 

In the late 1800’s the only settlement was Salmon City up at the headwaters of 
Salmon Creek which can be easily seen just to the west from the Oceanview mine 
tailings.  The first discoverers found the pegmatite, now known as the Stewart 
Lithia Mine to the southwest.  Most pink elbaite tourmaline mined from Pala went 
to the Empress of the Ch’ing Dynasty Imperial Court and her entourage, who pur-

chased everything they could get in order to have it exported to China. 

Continued on page 4    



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS :  

Sunday, September 9th: 

Metal Detecting Outing 

7:00 AM 

Mission Beach, San Diego

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE :  
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Harriett and I went down to the GPAA Office in Temecula last week.  We told ourselves that as soon as we were 
back on our feet and felt better, we would go to the GPAA Office and volunteer to help them with some of their mi-
nor duties.  This is because a lot of their staff were let go after the separation of the GPAA and the Outdoor Channel.  
Those who are left are going to have to double up on some of their duties.  There are projects on idle in the Chapter, 
Claims and Gold Shows that will slow down unless they get help.  This will be our way of keeping these projects 
going because they are vital to our Chapters well being.  For those who have extra time, this is a great place to spend 

it and show them what a great club we have. 

One thing we did hear while there is information on the Gold Shows.  In January, the Gold Show will be in Costa 
Mesa and the April show will be at Primm.  Costa Mesa will be a new area.  Don’t know how many prospectors or 
metal detectorists out there.  At Primm, we always did great in April.  No show in Lancaster next year.  I want a 
show in San Bernardino, but GPAA says no more there.  Too expensive, bad parking and not enough show space.  

TSS will be setting up at Costa Mesa and Primm. 

Lot of things going on the next few months, right onto the next year.  Banner Grade and the Ready Relief Mine Sep-
tember Saturday 15th.  We will meet at the school parking lot again.  Eight or nine AM.  We will confirm that with 

Dain. 

Metal detecting with Frank on the ninth of September.  He always chooses a great beach to detect on.  This is com-

ing to the end of summer and the great finds should be in the sand. 

Freedom Claim outing on the third weekend of October.  It should be cooling down then.  We know for sure that it 
will be cold and frosty at November outing time.  This is where we used to hold our “Thanksgiving outing” in the 

rain and frost. 

Corn Festival in Temecula October 27 and 28.  That’s where we set up a panning booth and find new TSS members.  
I really want to see some new members participate in that.  You get to people watch, look and buy at other booths, 

yak with potential members and show folks how to pan for gold.  We will sell prospecting items too. 

The San Bernardino Valley Prospectors are holding a Rendezvous on the weekend of October 27 too.  That will be 
in Riverside at the Rancho Jurupa State Park.  There will be camping, a chili cook off, metal detecting and dry-
washer contests and you can come sell your left over prospecting equipment.  I couldn’t get the board members to 
commit on that one so I’m putting out the information for those others who may be interested.  If you think that 

event would have been good for the whole club, come to the board meetings and help me sway the members. 

November 4th is the Fallback Festival at the Gaslamp District in San Diego.  We will be making money from the 
City of San Diego on that event.  We need at least SIX to EIGHT gold panners for that one.  At least SIX panners.  
Need a few back up helpers to run the booth and take over from the tired panners.  It goes hot and heavy with kids 

(only) lined up across the street at the booth. 

As these events and outings come up, we will remind you until that day.  Even with all of this, we still have the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas parties.  More information to come and see you at the meetings.  

        ~Sourdough Chet~ 

Saturday: September 15th: 

Outing 

8:00 AM 

Ready Relief Mine, Julian Area 

Wednesday, October 3rd: 

Chapter Meeting 

6:30 PM  Joslyn Senior Center 

Escondido, CA 



 

 

AUGUST ’S MEETING W INNERS 
Gold Nugget Raffle Winners:  Roy Stone, Judy Carpenter and Sue Conner 

Door Prize Winner:  Barbara Browning 

50/50 Winner:  Randy Oyler 

Finds of the Month Winner:  Randy Oyler 

 

Saturday, September 15th will find 
TSS at the Ready Relief Mine out-

side of Julian on Banner Grade Rd. 

This is a privately owned mine by 

TSS member Dain Blackburn. 

At last years outing to the Ready 
Relief, not only was Dain a very 
gracious host, but presented a won-
derful history of the mine with 
many pictures and articles.  It is an 
outing well worth it just for the 

history! 

We will meet at 8:00 AM at the 
Julian High/District Office parking 
lot located at 1656 Hwy. 78, 
Julian, CA.  Departing from the 
parking lot by 8:30 AM to caravan 

to the mine itself. 

Handouts with maps is available at 

the sign in table. 

All members wishing to attend will 
be required to sign a Hold Harmless 
Agreement before reaching the 

claim.   

Gold has been found in the tailing 
piles, as well as the creek that runs 
near by.  Use of metal detectors, 
gold pans and small sluice boxes, 
rock hammers, buckets and such is 

needed for this area. 

Drywashers work just as well. 

Due to the water level in the creek, 
highbankers and large sluice boxes 

may not work. 

Remember to pack your lunch, 

drinks and chairs.   

There is some shade by the trees on 
the property.  Umbrellas would 

work well. 

Approximately 10 to 12 vehicles 
can park on the claim.  Please be 
prepared to caravan with others.  
The gate to the property will be 
locked when the last vehicle enters 

the property. 

Remember to fill in any holes that 
you might dig and to pack all of 

your trash out. 

Wear good hiking shoes, there is a 

lot to see and look at at this claim. 

Many camera opportunities as well. 

 

 

OUTING INFORMATION :  

AUGUST ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Wednesday, August 1st: 

Chapter Meeting  

68 members in attendance. 

5 new members 

Sunday, August 5th: 

Metal Detecting Outing - Mission Beach 

12 members in attendance. 

Lee and Corline Buckingham, John Howe, Robert and 
Karen Cook, Rick Bartley, Frank and Zee Trutta, Pat 
Roycroft, Donna Shout, Steve Heise and Charlene Myers. 
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Saturday and Sunday, August 18th & 19th: 

Lytle Creek Outing 

11 Members in attendance 

Jerry and Janet Kaplan, Terry and Trish King, Andy Col-
lier with Ben and Jon, Lori and Robert Otto, Richard and 
Shirley Sanders. 

Members Steve Heise and Donna Shout made an appear-
ance on Sunday. 

 



 

 

The people who came out to the club hunt at Mission Beach seemed to have a good time.  I like to hunt the surf 
so as soon as I started to hunt I headed directly for the low tide area and the first target I hit was a Black Hills 
Gold 14k ring.  A real good way to start off the day.  This was the first time that I hit gold as my first recovery 
of the day.  I decided to work the surf for another two hours and recovered fifteen coins, a junk ring and two 
hoop earrings that were about four inches across.  Detectors like round items, these were down 12 to 15 inches.  
How many times have you hit a loud target, dig down 12 inches or more and walked away thinking it was a 

trash can lid or some large piece of junk?  Could have been that nice gold bracelet. 

A small gold ring and three pieces of junk jewelry doesn’t seem like much but when you run the percentages 

that works out to 25% jewelry.  Better average than the dry sand! 

Two weeks later we go to Oceanside beach and the first target was a Sterling Silver Ring.  Made my day again.  

Now I probably will not see silver or gold the rest of the year or I just might hit the big one. 

I’m thinking positive for my next hunt. 

     Hunt Smart! 

SEARCHING THE BEACHES     BY FRANK M. TRUTTA 
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If you were born in the month of September - 

Your flower is:  Aster, Morning Glory  Your stone is: Sapphire, Agate, Moonstone, Lapis Lazuli 

Your meaning is: Shrewdness, Love, Clear Thinking      Your colors are: Brown and Deep Blue 

Sapphire:  Most valuable color is cornflower blue that does not fade to black under artificial light; uneven 

color reduces stone’s value.  Extremely durable, suitable for jewelry worn daily. 

Continued from Page 1 -  

In 1903 Frank Salmon and other farmers in Pala sold their private land to the government, and Native Americans 
and Mexicans from Bonsall, Temecula and Warner Springs and other areas were transported to the valley around 
the old mission.  The Oceanview Mine, Pala Chief and several other pieces of private property in the area did not 

sell and remained as private property to this date. 

The Oceanview Mine and pegmatite will continue to be one of the great classic locations for mineralogists.  The 
Oceanview pegmatite will continue to produce some of the finest natural pink tourmaline, kunzite and world class 

beryl specimens ever found in North America. 

THE HISTORY OF THE OCEANVIEW M INE CON ’T :  

ARE YOUR GRANDMOTHER ’S BEADS REAL AMBER? 
Try the following:  

Rub amber beads on a wool carpet, then hold the beads over a small scrap of paper.  

The amber will collect static electricity and pick up the paper.  Glass beads will not.   

Sometimes when amber is rubbed, it smells a bit like pine resin. 



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 
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THE OLD WEST 

Little appreciation is given to our ancestors of the Old West.  Pioneers, farmers, ranchers, cowboys, 
prospector and settlers, everyone needed to cook and prepare food and each with their own method of 

preparations and ways of measuring ingredients.  A handful of this and a pinch of that. 

Today most household have a couple of cook books or a favorite recipe handed down from their mother 
or grandmother.  The modern day cook book and/or recipe as we know it today, is far from those of the 

Old West. 

In the 1800’s few cook books were published, nor were they a necessity to the chuckwagon cooks, trav-
eling pioneers, wagon trains across the plains or the occasional hotel with be and breakfast.  Mostly due 
to the lack of ability to read and write, people were not interested in or would waste their hard earned 
money on something they’d never use.  However for those who could read, most cook books were of 
European origin, which created another problem.  The European measurements.  American Westerners 
did not understand such measurements and ended up developing their own standards of measuring.  A 
Cup was a cup, a teaspoon was a teaspoon and a tablespoon was a tablespoon.  All of which could be 
used on the open range.  Unlike today’s kitchen measurements used, some of the Old West measure-

ments need some interruption by today’s standards. 

 

ON THE TRAIL MEASUREMENTS 

 

     Glob……………  1 teaspoon (tsp) 

     Bit ……………..  3/4 teaspoon (tsp) 

     Bitty …………… 1/2 teaspoon (tsp) 

     Li’L Bitty ……… 1/4 teaspoon (tsp) 

     Lump …………..  1 Tablespoon (TBSP) 

     Good Lump ……. 2 teaspoons (tsp) 

     Heap …………… Rounded Cupful 

     Whole Heap ……. 2 Rounded Cupfuls 

     Bunch ………….. 6 items 

    Good size piece of lard …….. Meant about 1/2 cup 

    A slab of Pork……… which I think is about a pound 

      

    Then there is the Smidgen, the Pinch and a Dash. 

A Dash is about 1/8 tsp or less, the Smidgen is about 1//2 of a dash and the pinch is somewhere in be-

tween the smidgen and dash. . 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                     AUGUST CHAPTER MEETING  
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :              AUGUST METAL DETECTING 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                            LYTLE CREEK OUTING 
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FALLBACK FESTIVAL        BY B ILL MYERS  

Fallback Festival 

Gaslamp Quarters 

San  Diego 

Sunday, November 4th, 2007 

We are participating in this year’s Fallback Festival.  Last year’s festival was too much fun and too busy for the 6 
people who staffed the booth.  I went to only photograph and was drafted to help pan for gold.  Chester, Harriett, 

Ray, Donna and Charlene were swamped with kids and my guilt compelled me to help. 

We have no photographs of the gold panning event at its peak because we were too busy panning to take photo-

graphs. 

We need at least 6 people to help by panning, and three to serve as line backers.  This year we will set up one tub 
on a knee high table to facilitate the smaller children.  Having a small table will be safer than having the small fry 

stand on bales of hay and it will allow one of us to sit while we pan. 

Last year Charlene and Chester were shown on two local TV station broadcasts. 

Sign up, show up and if you desire, wear a costume as most everyone else will.  I am going to wear a costume this 
year and you know how stuffy I am.  All sorts of re-enactors and such will be there so you won’t be the Lone 

Ranger, unless you want to be. 

 

Blakely Sanford, a TSS member, is the proud publisher of many interesting books.  He has donated several to the 

TSS library. 

His books are compilations and re-prints of old magazine articles from the 30s, 40s, 50s, and later.  Many are first 
hand accounts of what it was like when there were real prospectors.  There is nothing being printed today that 

compares to these articles.  Often whenever possible there is a treasure map that corresponds to the article. 

He sells these books on e-bay for $20 each or three for $50.  Frank Trutta at Columbia Metal Detectors/The Ink-

well Printing Co. also sells them for $20 each.  All have No Shipping - No Sales Tax. 

Blake often has a few of each book in his car available for sale at the monthly meetings, but it is best to e-mail him 
at Blakelysanford@yahoo.com to ensure that he has that book with him. Or mail your check to:  Blakely Sanford, 

17563 Caminito Heno, San Diego, CA. 92127 

Available compilations and re-prints are: 

   “Basement Chemistry for Prospectors” 

   “Duke’s Short Course in Prospecting and Mineral Identification” 

   “Lost Arch Gold Mine” 

   “Peg Leg’s Lost Gold” 

   “Randsburg Gold” 

   “Twentynine Palms Gold” 

   “Yuma Gold” 

BOOKS BY BLAKEY  
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

Club Embroider Shirts 

Steve Berdan 

TSS Member 

4823 Windjammer Way 

Carlsbad, CA. 92008 

760-729-0246 

steve.berdan@nationalds.net 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

Selling - 

Black tubular ‘running boards’.  Came off at the dealership on a new 2004 Ford 
Escape, but should fit on other vehicles.  Never used.    Asking $200.00  (a 

$450.00 value)    

Call 760-439-8521  Charlene 

 

Selling - 

1956 Utility trailer.  4 foot by 6 foot.  Current registration.  Towed beautifully 
behind a 1973 Bronco!  Metal Frame and wood sides with stretch metal tailgate. 
Tires are 165 R 15 and it is built on a Volkswagen axel.  Has an existing flat 4 

wiring harness. 

Asking $500.00         Call 760-439-8521  Charlene. 

 

Selling -  

Measuring Wheel, used for measuring distance on the ground. Contractors. 

Asking $40.00  obo Call 760-432-8533  Jeff 

 

Selling - 

1988 Ford Airex-Rexhall Motor home.  28 footer. 460 engine.  32,000 org. miles. 
Beige and Oak inside - very nice.  Queen size bed, full bathroom, microwave, TV, 
generator, lots of space and windows.  All new tires, Front & rear shocks, new 
brakes, tune-up, tranny serviced, all new belts, hoses & pulley’s and much, much 
more.  Currently smogged and registered.  Outside is a light brown and white, 

which does have some oxidation.  No damage to outside or in. 

Asking $6,500.00  obo  Call 760-722-3119   Bob 

 

Selling - 

Apprx. 15” custom ore grinder with electric motor - grinds your ore for assaying - 
holds about 10 pounds.  Apprx. 40” Sluice box & associated gasoline driven water 
pump & engine.  Two small gasoline engine driven water pumps, 1600GPH each. 
Med. Size Oxy/acetylene torch set & associated equipment for home assaying.  
Apprx. 15” Hand fed sluice box.  Drywasher & blower assembly.  30 years + An-
tique rebuilt Brigs & Stratton gas engine - runs like new.  Hydrochloric & Nitric 
acid for assaying.  Each of these prospecting items can be taken to the prospecting 

site or used at home, ready for use.  Please call for prices. 

Call  760-941-8231   John Between the hours of 10 AM and 7 PM 

 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 

Gold Bags 

$6.00  per bag 

T.S.S. sells bags of gold 
concentrates. This is a 
great way to practice 
your panning skills plus 

save on gas money! 

Get yours today! 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organ-
ized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a 
GPAA chapter.  Non GPAA members may attend meetings and partici-
pate in the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, hold office, be on the 
claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organi-
zation is to provide an environment to increase public awareness, with 
education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation 

of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 

 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  CandHNow@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Librarian  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Refreshments:  Sue Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   Ron Gonsalves  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager: Kent Donalson  760-415-3515  kentsride@yahoo.com 
Director At Large: Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large: Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large: Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Past President:  Jim Hall 
 
 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN 
DIEGO COUNTY 


