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HoLcoMB VALLEY HISTORY

William F. Holcomb made the long trip from Indiana to the mining towns of Northern
California in hopes that he would get lucky. However, things did not go as advertised, so
he moved on to Los Angeles. He heard that there might be gold in Big Bear Valley, but he
was not sure how to get there.

After asking around he finally found someone who knew where the valley was. Holcomb
followed the directions and he arrived in the valley in 1859. “Starvation Flat” and “Poverty
Flat” were where the other miners were and they were averaging $5.00 per day, hence the
name, which is know today as Stanfield Cutoff, just above Big Bear Blvd.

Holcomb and his partner, Jack Martin, were both sad that they had not found gold, so Mar-
tin returned to his family in L.A.. Holcomb decided to stay and hunt bears for food. Hol-
comb shot a bear, wounding it. Holcomb decided to follow the wounded bear. As he was
tracking the injured animal, he passed by a quartz ledge flecked generously with gold. The
word got out and the rush was on. By summer, 1860, Holcomb Valley was thick with
prospectors. The mining site became known as “Last Chance Placer” and the population
was estimated around 1400 people in 1861.

Soon after, the miners raised $1,500.00 to build a wagon road from Holcomb Valley to the
old toll road in Cajon Pass. Mr. Jed Van Duesen was asked to build the road. Once the
road was finished, machinery and lumber were able to be brought into the valley much
more easily. It took 27 days to move the first quartz mill’s 8,000 pound boiler from Los
Angeles to Holcomb Valley. This road is known today as “Van Duesen Canyon Road”
which you can travel on in Big Bear City.

At “Last Chance Placer”, the miners worked the ground at this site to within a few feet of
bedrock. Dirt and gravel was moved by horse or burro to rockers, which were crude
gravel washers. Rockers were built close to man-made snow ponds, which held the runoff
from snow, providing water for washing the gravel. Holcomb and other miners removed
an average of 3 pounds of gold daily from this area. When all of the gold from the Last
Chance Placer was taken, they attempted to find the “Mother Lode” by building a shaft.
However, this was abandoned when the shaft was flooded with large amounts of water.
The Mother Lode or source of the gold in the area has never been found.

The gold rush in Holcomb Valley lasted about 10 years, from 1860 to 1870. Later gold
was found in the east end of Holcomb Valley and a stamp mill was built at the edge of a cliff
on “Gold Mountain”. The Gold Mountain stamp mill ran for approximately 20 years when
it was soon found that it cost more to get the gold than it was actually worth.

In 1875, Holcomb returned to the valley one last time. He could never have guessed that
when he shouldered his rifle to hunt bear in 1860, he would precipitate the largest Gold
Rush in Southern California.
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e Metal Detecting
Sunday, August 10th
7:00 AM
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e QOuting
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August 16th & 17th
Holcomb Valley
Campground

Big Bear Mountains
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Thursday, August 7th: Saturday and Sunday, August
16th and 17th: T.S.S.
Outing Mining Claims Guide
, . # Available for
+ - Purchase
' $10.00 per guide
Sunday, August 10th: Please see:
Metal Detecting Lee Crnkovic
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UrP COMING OUTING

HoLcomB VALLEY CAMPGROUND
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JUNE'S ATTENDANCE REPORT
Wednesday, July 2nd: Saturday, July Sth:
Chapter Meeting 2nd Annual Picnic
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Sunday, July 6th: Saturday, July 19th:
Metal Detecting Outing
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EQUIPMENT RENTAL
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TSS NAME TAGS AND CLUB SHIRTS WITH LOGO'S
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MINER'S COOKBOOK CORNER

Summer Time Recipes

Raspberry Rhapsody Salad
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Freezer Corn - Fresh From Your Garden
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By JuDY CARPENTER
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DETECTING THE BEACHES BY: FRANK TRUTTA
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TSS SURVEY GPAA
Membership Kits
) I $% ' Available
# # $ At each TSS Meeting
" $% # $71.00 per kit
& % 3 = /
5 C 5 6 - N Cash or Check
% L]
" & % & We save you the shipping and
# handling cost for GPAA!
7 & #'
8 # 3 Available at the membership/sign in
table.
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MEMBER'S PHOTO'S; JULY CHAPTER MEETING
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MEMBER'S PHOTO'S; METAL DETECTING OUTING - O’'SIDE PIER
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MEMBER'S PHOTO'S 2ND ANNUAL PICNIC
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Page Reservee for Ad's

COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS Club Embroider Shirts
www.columbiametaldetectors.com Steve Berdan
Your one stop prospccting store TSS Member

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 4823 Windjammer Way

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego

Carlsbad, CA. 92008

760 East Valley Parkway 760-729-0246
Escondido, CA. 92025 760-743-8516 sberdan(@americanbus.com
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS:

BOOKS BY BLAKELY
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Treasure Seekers of San
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter.

This is just a reminder that
Treasure Seekers of San

Diego does not endorse or
guarantee any product sold
or purchased through these

ads.

That is strictly the buyers
and sellers responsibility.

Gold Bags
$6.00 per bag
Or
July Special Of
4 bags for $20.00

1in every 10 bags has a
little ‘extra’ something
in it.

But we will never tell

which bags they are!
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TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY
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