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MARK YOUR  

  CALENDAR ~ 

 

• Picnic 

Saturday, July 5th 

Dixon Lake, Escondido 

 

• Metal Detecting 

Sunday, July 6th 

8:00 AM 

North of Oceanside Pier 

 

•  Outing 

Saturday, July 19th 

East Fork of the 

San Gabriel Mtns. 
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Treasure Seekers of San Diego 2nd annual picnic, 

 this Saturday, July 5th, 

 at Dixon Lake in Escondido. 

 

Map and Directions are able at the sign in table. 

 

8:00 AM to 9:00 AM - Social Hour 

 

9:00 AM to 10:00 AM - Metal Detecting Contest 

 

10:00 AM to 11:00 AM - Gold Panning Contest 

3 Categories: 

Men 

Women 

And Children (6 to 16 years) 

 

11:30 AM - BBQ/Picnic begins 

Followed by Horseshoe Contests 

 

You are asked to bring a dish to share. 

 

TSS will be providing the hamburgers, hot dogs, condiments, paper goods and 

bottled water. 

If you wish something other than water, please bring your own.  

 No alcoholic beverages are allowed at the park. 

 

There is some tables and shade, but it is suggested that you bring your own chairs 

and shade/canopy. 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS :  
 

Thursday, July 3rd: 

1:00 PM 

Board Meeting 

Madrid Manor Mobile Home 

Park,  Escondido 

 

Saturday, July 5th: 

2nd Annual Picnic -  

Dixon Lake, Escondido 

 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE :  
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Well, we didn’t get to go to our monthly outing to the Crystal Claim because of the heat.  The weather report said 
that it would be around 106 that Saturday.  I checked with some of my friends in that area and they said it was 
closer to 110 with no breeze.  There was some controversy about the exact location of corners and I at least wanted 

to go check that out and also bring home some samples.  Just have to wait till it gets cool again. 

What a great time we had at the Pioneer Elementary School, telling them about the California Gold Rush and 
showing the kids how to pan for gold.  Thank you Ray, Bill, Jerry, Roy, Harriett, Carlos, Sue, Charlie, Jean and 
Charlene for helping us out.  If someone came and I didn’t have them on this list, I want to thank them also.  We 
helped 131 kids have some fun.  They wrote us some great thank you letters too.  Everything went great.  Every-
one just jumped in and showed the kids the different gold panning items, how to pan, drywash and metal detect.  
Roy showed the kids the different gold panning items, we had one showing the kids how to metal detect and an-
other ran the drywasher.  The rest were the gold panning experts.  Thanks to Ray, one teacher wrote a letter saying 

how she learned some new terms, such as, stratifying and flushing. 

We also had a great time at the Del Mar Fair.  We had the area in the Gem and Mineral building where kids got to 
sift through sand for some beautiful polished gemstones.  We not only have enough volunteers for our allotted 
time slots, we had some on standby too.  Thank you to Diane and John, Jim, Kay and Jerry, Leah and Jay, John 
and Betty, Colette and Charlene, Ray and Michael, Kent and Robert.  If any of the standby’s were lucky, I thank 

them too.  I was lucky to be partnered up with someone who knows about gemstones, so I learned a lot as well. 

Our annual picnic is the first weekend after this coming meeting.  We have a lot planned.  We had a great time last 
year and we want to make this picnic just as good.  We are going to have our metal detecting contest, horseshoe 
and a gold panning contest.  The metal detecting is open to all, as is the horseshoe.  The gold panning will have 
three different groups:  men’s, women’s and kid’s.  This contest will give everyone a heads up on how this is done 
at the GPAA gold shows.  No table or gold drawings.  Just a lot of fun and you can visit with a hot dog or ham-

burger in one hand a soda in the other. 

East Fork of the San Gabriel is scheduled for out outing in July.  As of this writing, I don’t know if we will do it 
across from Oak Picnic Grounds or up at the roads end then hike if for about a mile.  The better area may be to 

hike in, but maybe Yoko will show us a closer spot.  We’ll sure have to this resolved at our meeting. 

                             Continued on Page 4 

 

Sunday, July 6th: 

Metal Detecting 

8:00 AM 

North Side of Oceanside Pier 

 

Saturday, July 19th: 

Outing 

East Fork of the San Gabriel 

Mountains 

T.S.S. 

Mining Claims Guide 

Available for  

Purchase 

$10.00 per guide 

Please see: 

Lee Crnkovic 



 

 

MAY MEETING W INNERS 
Gold Nugget Raffle Winners:  Yoko Weideman-Riggs, John Howe, Jean Neely and Stephen Gates  

Door Prize Winner: Steve Berdan 

50/50 Winner:  Sharon Crnkovic 

Finds of the Month Winner - Gold/Prospecting: No Entries 

Finds of the Month Winner - Metal Detecting:  John Howe 

Finds of the Month Winner - Minerals:  No Entries 

Grand Prize Winner -  Not Yet! 

Quarterly Attendance Winner:  We find out tonight! 

JUNE ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Wednesday, June 4th: 

Chapter Meeting  

78 people in attendance. 

5 new members 

2 guests. 

 

Sunday, June 8th: 

Metal Detecting 

8 people in attendance 

Steve Berdan, Frank Trutta, Jackie Crosbie, Zee 
Trutta, John Howe, Robert Cook, Bill & Charlene 

Myers. 
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UP COMING OUTING              EAST FORK - SAN GABRIEL R IVER .  
A permit is required for roadside 
parking and may be obtained at the 
Ranger Station or BLM office or any 

sporting good store. 

No motorized equipment (dredges) 
are allowed past Cattle Canyon 

Bridge.  Only sluices and panning. 

Most of the gold is small, but larger 
nuggets and flakes are not uncom-

mon. 

People have been known to find nug-
gets with their detectors working the 

higher banks. 

There are two possible areas for 
us to meet.  One, Oak Picnic 
Grounds (just before the bridge) 
or at the end of the road and 
walk an easy 1 mile to Heaton 
Flats.  This is accessed by walk-
ing on a Forest Service Road 

and is an easy walk. 

Remember to bring drinking 
water, food and all your mining 

supplies. 

Please remember to pack out 
your trash, so others can enjoy 

the area. 

Thursday, June 12th: 

Event - Educational 

12 people in attendance 

Roy Stone, Carlos Yturralde, Jerry Goldstein, Ray 
Wilkerson, Charlene Myers, Bill Limbeck, Jean Neely, 
Chester Nowicki, Sarah Christiano, Charlie Freeman, 

Harriett Nowicki and Sue Conner. 

 

Saturday, June 21st: 

Outing 

GPAA Crystal Claim #3 

Outing was cancelled due to high temperatures. 

Saturday, July 19th will be the TSS’s 
outing to the East Fork, San Gabriel 

River in Los Angeles County. 

This area is open to all (not claimed by 
anyone), which means that there is a 
lot of activity in the area.  The place 
can be crowded with families swim-
ming and people fishing, PLUS many 

others hunting for gold. 

Dredging is allowed year round be-
tween the East Fork and Cattle Canyon 
Bridge.  Permits are required for your 

dredges. 

 



 

 

Our outing in August is up in Holcomb Valley.  There is an excellent place to camp at the Holcomb Valley 
Campground.  The GPAA claim area is close.  Some areas have been gone over quite a bit.  There are some 

other good areas on that claim, but you have to hike a bit to check it out. 

That’s it for now.  The summer with the heat is here.  Some of the good places are far away with the gas prices 

too high.  The best entertainment, right now, is at our monthly meeting.  So, that is where I will see you. 

      ~Sourdough Chet~ 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE :      CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

PAGE 4 F INDERS KEEPERS 

If you were born in the month of July - 

 

Your flower is:  Delphinium, Larkspur, Water Lilly              Your stone is:  Ruby, Carmelian  

Your meaning is: Happiness, Contented Mind       Your colors are:  Green, Russet and Red 

 

Ruby:  Extremely durable; wears well in all types of jewelry.  Bright, clear red with a hint of blue is most valu-

able color; if color gets to pale, stone is no longer considered a ruby, but a less valuable pink sapphire. 

TSS name tags are available for purchase from Ray Wilkerson, 1st Vice President.  The cost is $5.00 per tag. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TSS shirts and other apparel with the TSS logo is available from Steve Berdan.  You pick the shirt or hat and 
what logo you would like on it.  You can contact Steve at the meetings or through the website or phone number 

listed on page 10. 

TSS NAME TAGS AND CLUB SHIRTS WITH LOGO ’S 

GRAND PRIZE  
Tickets can be purchased for the Grand Prize of a Garrett Ace 250 Deluxe Metal Detector with two coils. 

Have you gotten your tickets? 

TSS CLAIM MARKERS 

TSS has quite a few claims of it’s own. 

During this years outings to the various claims.  The corner posts are being replaced with steel fence posts that are 

painted white with black lettering on them stating the club name and what corner it is (ex: NW or SE). 

This is to help clarify our claims. 



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 
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KEEPING THE KIDS BUSY THIS SUMMERKEEPING THE KIDS BUSY THIS SUMMERKEEPING THE KIDS BUSY THIS SUMMERKEEPING THE KIDS BUSY THIS SUMMER    

Keep it simple, Keep it fun. 

 

SUPER SOAPY BUBBLES - - - - DO NOT DRINK 

 

1/2 cup Dawn or Joy Liquid dish detergent 

5 cups water  2 Tablespoons Glycerin 

Heavy wire or metal coat hanger bent into a hoop 

Mix all ingredients very well.  Pour into a large flat pan. 

Dip rounded hanger into the soapy mixture and wave into the air. 

NOTE:  The longer your bubble solution sits, the better it gets. 

 

 

 

PEANUT BUTTER PLAY CLAY -  - - - THIS IS EDIBLE 

 

Small Batch - 

1/2 cup Smooth Creamy Peanut Butter, any brand 

1/2 cup Honey       1 cup Dry Powdered Milk, add more if needed 

 

Large Batch - 

1 cup Smooth Creamy Peanut Butter - any brand       1 cup Light Corn Syrup 

1 3/4 cup Dry Powdered Milk            1 1/4 cup Powered Sugar 

 

Mix knead and roll.  Work on a clean, dry surface. 

Use cookie cutter shapes for extra fun. 

 

 

Kids can eat it or play with it! 

They love it! 

 

But clean hands only please! 
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GPAA 

Membership Kits 

Available 

At each TSS Meeting 

$71.00 per kit 

Cash or Check 

 

We save you the shipping and 

 handling cost for GPAA! 

 

Available at the membership/sign in 

table. 

MEETING OUR MEMBERS :              BY :  JERRY GOLDSTEIN 

Our newest members are Ben and Wanda Girton, plus Bill and Dolly Girton.  The next time both Ben and Bill are 
at a meeting, you may think you are seeing double.  Well, you are.  Ben and Bill are monozygotic twins.  Ok, they 
are identical twins.  Before you run to your computer, there are only four identical twins per one thousand births 
against 22.8 of dizygotic, ok, fraternal twins.  That means that we have new members that beat the odds.  And 

let’s not forget their wonderful wives, Wanda and Dolly. 

Ben and Wanda, who live in Ramona, joined the club first, with Bill and Dolly, who live in Murrieta, joining a 
couple of weeks later.  It seems that both couples enjoy the same hobbies, and the men share similar job titles.  
Ben works at San Diego Ship Building, as an engineer, and Bill works for Solar Turbines, as an engineer.  Sorry 

Bill and Ben if I got any of that wrong. 

Ben and Wanda enjoy the prospecting end of the hobby, but join Bill and Dolly looking for tourmalines at times.  
Bill and Dolly enjoy rock hounding and also belong to a Pasadena gem and mineral club.  Another “small world’ 
note, Bill and Dolly know my prospecting partner through the Pasadena club.  Both couples enjoy coin shooting, 

with Bill and Dolly newer at it.  All four of them are looking forward to trying their luck at nugget shooting. 

Other hobbies they enjoy are boating, fishing and camping.  Oh wait, one more hobby….. Dolly has 14 grand-
kids.  Need I say more?  One additional footnote, Dolly’s father was a real prospector many years ago.  As he 
knew much about prospecting that we now have lost, he was able to locate a lot of gold nuggets.  Dolly remem-

bers seeing many trays of nuggets when she was a young girl. 

As Bill and Dolly are neophytes (newbies) they would appreciate any help and suggestions you can give them.  
Ben and Wanda as well.  If you would like to talk to either one of them, they can be reached at 951-894-1244 or 
bill_dolly-14@verizon.net  for Bill and Dolly.  And Ben and Wanda can be reached at 760-789-6336 or Benja-

min.girton@navy.mil    

It was reported back in May of this year, that Congress wants the US Mint to pinch pennies. 

The evidence that times are tough is it now costs more than a penny to make a penny.  And the cost of a nickel is 

more than 7.5 cents.   

Surging prices for copper, zinc and nickel have some in Congress                                                                        
trying to bring back the steel-made pennies of World War II, and                                                                                 

maybe using steel for nickels, as well. 

A penny, which consist of 97.5 percent zinc and 2.5 percent copper,                                                                            
cost 1.26 cents to make.  And a nickel - 75 percent copper and the                                                                        

rest nickel  - cost 7.7 cents. 

That is down from the end of the 2007 year, when even higher metal                                                                
prices drove the penny’s cost to 1.67 cents, according to the US Mint.                                                                 

The cost of  making a nickel then was nearly a dime. 

US Mint estimated that striking the two coins at costs well above                                                                         
their face value set the Treasury and taxpayers back about                                                                                   

$100 Million last year alone. 

 

THE COST OF MAKING PENNIES 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                      JUNE CHAPTER MEETING 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :   METAL DETECTING OUTING - O’SIDE HARBOR  

METAL DETECTING - LA JOLLA SHORES 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S         P IONEER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

Club Embroider Shirts 

Steve Berdan 

TSS Member 

4823 Windjammer Way 

Carlsbad, CA. 92008 

760-729-0246 

sberdan@americanbus.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

BOOKS BY BLAKELY  
His books are compilations and re-prints of old magazine articles from the 30s, 
40s, 50s, and later.  Many are first hand accounts of what it was like when there 
were real prospectors.  There is nothing being printed today that compares to 
these articles.  Often whenever possible there is a treasure map that corresponds to 

the article. 

He sells these books on e-bay for $20 each or three for $50.  Frank Trutta at Co-
lumbia Metal Detectors/The Inkwell Printing Co. also sells them for $20 each.  

All have No Shipping - No Sales Tax. 

Blake often has a few of each book in his car available for sale at the monthly 
meetings, but it is best to e-mail him at Blakelysanford@yahoo.com to ensure that 

he has that book with him. Or mail your check to:  

Blakely Sanford, 17563 Caminito Heno, San Diego, CA. 92127 

Available compilations and re-prints are: 

  “Basement Chemistry for Prospectors” 

  “Duke’s Short Course in Prospecting and Mineral Identification” 

  “Lost Arch Gold Mine” 

  “Peg Leg’s Lost Gold” 

  “Randsburg Gold” 

  “Twenty-nine Palms Gold” 

  “Yuma Gold” 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

For Sale -  

ATV (quad) - great condition - $2,200.00 

Dredges and sluices - $250.00 for all - hoses included. 

Contact:  Stephen Gates     951-551-4128 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

For Sale - 

Fleetwood Terra Motorhome 26Y - No slides, Queen walk around bed, 18 foot 
awing, 8.1 liter V8 gas engine, Workhorse chassis, 19.5 inch wheels, less than 

2000 miles, blue and white exterior, tan and brown interior - $55,000.00 

Contact:  Bernie Pangersis   760-366-1958  or  bernieandfrank@verizon.net 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 

Gold Bags 

$6.00  per bag 

Or 

July Special Of 

4 bags for $20.00 

 

1 in every 10 bags has a 

little ‘extra’ something 

in it. 

But we will never tell 

which bags they are! 

 

T.S.S. sells bags of gold 
concentrates. This is a 
great way to practice 
your panning skills plus 

save on gas money! 

Get yours today! 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organ-
ized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a 
GPAA chapter.  Non GPAA members may attend meetings and partici-
pate in the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, hold office, be on the 
claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organi-
zation is to provide an environment to increase public awareness, with 
education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation 

of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 

 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  CandHNow@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Librarian  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Refreshments:  Sue Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   Ron Gonsalves  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager: Kent Donalson  760-415-3515  kentsride@yahoo.com 
Director At Large: Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large: Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large: Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Past President:  Jim Hall 
 
 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN 
DIEGO COUNTY 


