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MARK YOUR  

  CALENDAR ~ 

• Outing 

Sunday, January 6th 

2:00 PM 

Metal Detecting 

Tamarack Beach 

Carlsbad 

• Event 

Fri., Sat &, Sunday 

January 11th to 13th 

GPAA Gold Show 

Costa Mesa 

Orange County Fair-

grounds 

• Outing 

January 19th 

Bautista GPAA Claim 
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Treasure Seekers of San Diego will be manning a booth at the GPAA Gold show 
at the Orange County Fairgrounds in Costa Mesa, Saturday, January 12th and 

Sunday, January 13th.   

TSS will be selling bags of gold panning sand for the public to pan at our booth 

and we will also be selling dowsing rods. 

This is a great time to promote TSS to the public and introduce GPAA as well. 

The gold show actually runs on Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 AM until 5:00 

PM each day. 

On Friday, January 11th, members are needed to help TSS and GPAA set up for 

the event.  Hours of set up are from 12 noon until 6:00 PM. 

Saturday at 12 noon is the Gold Panning Contest.  $5.00 to enter.  Winner takes 

all and a Copper Pan Trophy.  2nd place takes a trophy too. 

Also, Sunday evening, help is needed for the tear down of the booth and the gold 

show in general. 

RV camping is available at the fairgrounds itself.  Contact Janis at (714) 708-1944 

for assistance. 

If you want to do the motel camping, you can contact Regina at Branson Travel 

for hotel reservations at 800-456-4465, or you can do your own hotel hunting. 

Some members will be making the drive for a ‘day trip’.  If you take I-5 to 73 

North, it shortens the travel time, but is a toll-road, about $2.00 each way. 

If you have never been to a gold show, it is worth going to.  Here you will see 
hundreds of vendors for mining/detecting equipment.  Get to talk with others 
about your interests and you even get some great deals on gold, gems, mining and 
detecting equipment.  This especially occurs on the last day, when everyone is 

starting to close down from the show and they do not want to haul the stuff home. 

As of December’s meeting, we have 14 members signed up to assist.  The more 
the merrier.  This allows the members that are working the booth to be able to 

take some breaks and go wonder the other vendor’s booths. 

Members signed up are: 

Loren & Dorothy Raddatz, Jerry Kaplan (Sunday only), Robert Otto, Randy 
Oyler, Ray Wilkerson, Donna Brock, Bruce McCoy, Roy Stone, Mike Mahr, Lois 

& Dave Dolan, Jim Mears, Chester and Harriett Nowicki. 

Sign up sheet is available at the back table as well as directions and maps of the 

fairgrounds. 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS :  

Sunday, January 6th: 

Metal Detecting 

2:00 PM 

Tamarack Beach, Carlsbad 

 

Friday, Saturday and Sun-

day, January 11th, 12th and 

13th: 

GPAA Gold Show - Costa 

Mesa, CA. 

Orange County Fairgrounds 

88 Fair Drive 

Costa Mesa,  CA. 

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE :  
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Here it is 2008.  Where did ‘07 go?  We had a great Christmas party.  We ate a lot of food, talked about old times, 
met some new members and had a fun gift exchange.  From the looks of the weather, we should have brought our 
sleeping bags, stayed all night and called it an outing.  The reason for that is because it started to rain pretty hard 

about closing time. 

Remember how I was telling everyone how important the points we generate at GPAA are?  Do ya?  Well, we 
spent all the points we earned from GPAA this year.  There were over 500 points at a dollar a point.  While 
Harriett and I were at the GPAA office, another GPAA chapter came in to spend their points.  They had 17.5 
points.  That isn’t a typo error either.  They generated 17.5 and we had over 500.  17.5 points is what we get for 
someone from our club joins the GPAA or what we get if you renew your membership, with reference to TSS.  We 

spent that and much more for the December Christmas meeting.  That’s what it’s all about. 

Everything is moving fast right at the beginning of this year.  We have the GPAA Gold Show in Costa Mesa at the 
Orange County Fairgrounds.  Should be less than a two hour drive for a day trip, I think.  You can help at our 
booth.  Free entry for booth helpers.  We will be selling bags of gold panning sand and we will also have dowsing 
rods.  While you’re not helping at the booth, you can browse around and find some neat prospecting items.  To 
stay at their fairgrounds, it’s $25.00 a night for RV’s with full hookups and the Gold Show is almost right at your 
doorstep.  Then our outing on the third weekend will be at the GPAA Bautista Claim.  It’s close enough for a day 
only outing.  You many not find a lot, but it might be an outing that you can go now and maybe come back another 
time.  Bring your metal detectors because a lot of old timers scuffed around there and you might find something 

that those old dudes left behind.  Just as long as it’s not their old bones. 

Then in February, we are going back to Franconia for a meteorite hunt.  That’s on the Arizona side of Interstate 40. 

Instead of camping, many of us stay at some close by hotel.  Makes the camping much easier for the whole family.   

I’m glad we all stayed around for another year of fun, and may we all have just as much fun this new year. 

       ~Sourdough Chet~ 

Saturday, January 19th 

Outing - One Day 

GPAA Gold Claim - 

Bautista Placer Claim 

 

 

Wednesday, February 6th: 

Chapter Meeting 

6:30 PM  Joslyn Senior Center 

Escondido, CA 

T.S.S. 

Mining Claims Guide 

Available for  

Purchase 

$10.00 per guide 

Please see: 

Lee Crnkovic 

 



 

 

DECEMBER ’S MEETING W INNERS 
Gold Nugget Raffle Winners:  Not Applicable 

Door Prize Winner:  Jerry Duke 

50/50 Winner:  Not Applicable 

Finds of the Month Winner - Gold/Prospecting:  Randy Oyler 

Finds of the Month Winner - Metal Detecting:  John Howe 

 

DECEMBER ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Wednesday, December 5th: 

Chapter Meeting  

78 members in attendance. 

No new members. 

 

Saturday, December 8th: 

Christmas Party and Potluck 

53 members and family in attendance. 

 

Sunday, December 9th: 

Metal Detecting Outing - South of O’side Pier 

12 member present 

John Howe, Rick Bartley, Mike Mahr, Diane Costan-
tino, Dick Costantio, Robert Cook, Ray Wilkerson, 
Zee Trutta, Frank Trutta, Roy Stone, Bill Myers and 

Charlene Myers. 
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GPAA 

Membership Kits 

Available 

At each TSS Meeting 

$86.00 per kit 

Cash or Check 

 

We save you the shipping and 

 handling cost for GPAA! 

 

Available at the membership/sign in 

table. 

UP COMING OUTING              BAUTISTA PLACER - GPAA CLAIM 

Saturday, January 19th, Treasure Seek-
ers of San Diego will hold a one day 
outing at the Bautista Placer Claim in 

Riverside County. 

This claim is approximately 160 acres 
and can be found using a USGS Topo 

map called “Blackburn Canyon”. 

This area is good for drywashers.  Sea-
sonal water is reported.  Flakes and 

fine gold is being reported. 

Bring water for panning your con-
centrates.  And don’t forget the Clay-
be-gone or some Jet Dry to keep the 

dirt done in your panning tub. 

From Temecula, take Highway 79 
South to Highway 371 (near 
Aguanga).  Follow 371 to Carrie 
Road, turn left onto Carrie road and 
follow to Bautista Canyon road.  
Turn left onto Bautista Canyon Road 
and follow to claim.  STAY AWAY 
FROM STATE PRISON PROP-

ERTY AT THE WEST END OF 

THE CLAIM. 

This is a GPAA claim. 

GPAA members may take up to 

four (4) guests with them. 

Non GPAA member’s are re-

stricted to panning only. 

Remember to bring food, 

drinks, chair and shade. 

Happy Hunting. 



 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Hunt Smart! 

SEARCHING THE BEACHES     BY FRANK M. TRUTTA 
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If you were born in the month of January - 

 

Your flower is:  Carnation and Snowdrop       Your stone is: Garnet, Emerald, Rose Quartz 

Your meaning is: Loyalty and Constancy       Your colors are:  Black, Dark Blue, Dark Red 

Garnet:  Of the red garnets, which are most common in jewelry, the blood-red color is the most valuable.  Garnets 
can range from reddish black to a almost white, colorless gem.  Garnets are extremely durable, suitable for jew-

elry worn daily. 

TSS name tags are available for purchase from Ray Wilkerson, 1st Vice President.  

The cost is $5.00 per tag. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TSS shirts and other apparel with the TSS logo is available from Steve Berdan.  You 
pick the shirt and what logo you would like on it.  You can contact Steve at the meetings or through the website 

or phone number listed on page 10. 

TSS NAME TAGS AND CLUB SHIRTS WITH LOGO ’S 

GRAND PRIZE  

The next Grand Prize Opportunity Drawing will be for the “Blue Bowl”.  This is a great piece of equipment to 

clean up all your fine black sands and recover your hidden gold! 

The Opportunity Sales for this prize will continue in January. 

Frank will be putting his article in at the print shop……. 



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 
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Another year has come and gone.  Though 2007 may have been a little tuff for some of us, a new beginning for 

2008 is here. 

 

January is National Soup and Oatmeal Month, so take advantage now! 

 

I’m sure like most of us, we can all use a break from those extremely pleasing tasty, delightful and delicious holi-
day meals, holiday party snacks, home baked cookies, candies and sugar filled desserts.  I’m not saying we all 
have to go on diets!  Just take a break from those junk foods and possibly lose a little weight while doing it and 
feel better about yourself.  We’ve been stuck indoors all winter and now is the time to get ready for those spring-

time outdoor activities. 

Starting your day with a bland diet of oatmeal can really upset your day.  But there are many store brand varieties 
of commercial oatmeal's on the market, some quite good and others I’d rather leave on the shelf and eat the card-
board box they came in.  We’ve been told by the nutritionist and health experts that oatmeal can lower our choles-

terol and help us lose weight too, so give it a try if you feel in the mood. 

Now try making some homemade soups.  They can be reasonably filling, requires little cooking, easy on the 

budget, can be adjusted to your own taste and are even wonderful leftovers. 

Making vegetable soup can be easy.  Mixing and matching your favorite vegetables with chicken, beef or vegeta-

ble stock can make a soup.  Heat and serve. 

 

Cabbage Soup - 

 is also great and can be eaten as often as you like.  Onions, celery, carrots, green bell peppers, mushrooms, small 
head of cabbage, canned tomatoes (diced or whole), I pack onion soup mix or 2 bouillon cubes with water, vege-

table stock or a 48 ounce can of V8 Juice (spicy). 

 

Easy Chicken Tortilla Soup - 

 1 can of chicken broth with 1 can of water or 2 cans broth, 1 cup cooked boneless lean chicken, cubed, and 1/2 to 
1 can of Ro-Tel tomatoes & green chilies (any version will do), shredded skimmed cheese, homemade tortilla 
chips (recipe below).  In sauce pan heat broth, chicken and tomatoes.  Top hot soup with shredded cheese and 

tortilla chips. 

 

Tortilla Chips - 

 one CORN tortilla cut into strips or triangle chips.  Spray with Pam.  Bake in preheated oven @ 375 degrees until 

crispy.  Add to hot soup. 

 

DO NOT substitute nutrition, for rapid weight loss, and don’t think of this as dieting, we are only taking a short 

term break from those junk foods. 

Start the year Healthy and Be Happy. 

Think I’ll get started right now and go make some soup. 
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FRANK ’S FAMOUS SAUERKRAUT          BY FRANK TRUTTA 

 

 

 

HELP IS NEEDED……. 

Are you good with a computer?   

     Do you have a projector?  

          Are you good with a camera? 

 

We are in need of someone to take over the slideshow presentation for the meetings. 

Everyone enjoys seeing themselves on the big screen……  don’t let this die. 

For the last 19 months, Bill Myers, has been taking the pictures of the members from the meetings,  

events and outings and setting up the slideshow.  The time has come to find some help. 

 

Are you that person? 

 

If you are interested, please contact Bill at 760-500-2266 and he can help you get started. 

Frank will be putting this in at the print shop……. 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                DECEMBER CHAPTER MEETING 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                        METAL DETECTING OUTING 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S       CHRISTMAS PARTY & POTLUCK 
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

Club Embroider Shirts 

Steve Berdan 

TSS Member 

4823 Windjammer Way 

Carlsbad, CA. 92008 

760-729-0246 

steve.berdan@nationalds.net 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

BOOKS BY BLAKEY  
 

Blakely Sanford, a TSS member, is the proud publisher of many interesting 

books.  He has donated several to the TSS library. 

His books are compilations and re-prints of old magazine articles from the 30s, 
40s, 50s, and later.  Many are first hand accounts of what it was like when there 
were real prospectors.  There is nothing being printed today that compares to 
these articles.  Often whenever possible there is a treasure map that corresponds to 

the article. 

He sells these books on e-bay for $20 each or three for $50.  Frank Trutta at Co-
lumbia Metal Detectors/The Inkwell Printing Co. also sells them for $20 each.  

All have No Shipping - No Sales Tax. 

Blake often has a few of each book in his car available for sale at the monthly 
meetings, but it is best to e-mail him at Blakelysanford@yahoo.com to ensure that 

he has that book with him. Or mail your check to:  

Blakely Sanford, 17563 Caminito Heno, San Diego, CA. 92127 

Available compilations and re-prints are: 

  “Basement Chemistry for Prospectors” 

  “Duke’s Short Course in Prospecting and Mineral Identification” 

  “Lost Arch Gold Mine” 

  “Peg Leg’s Lost Gold” 

  “Randsburg Gold” 

  “Twenty-nine Palms Gold” 

  “Yuma Gold” 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

For Sale -  

Keene Twin Piston Air Compressor, no oil, for diving.  4 HP Honda. 

$300.00   ($1,200.00 new) Contact Don @ 858-484-5454 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

For Sale - 

Keene 151 Dry Washer, newer motor that needs to be serviced.  Has not run in 2 

years. 

$300.00   Contact Steve at 760-271-0808 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 

Gold Bags 

$6.00  per bag 

T.S.S. sells bags of gold 
concentrates. This is a 
great way to practice 
your panning skills plus 

save on gas money! 

Get yours today! 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organ-
ized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a 
GPAA chapter.  Non GPAA members may attend meetings and partici-
pate in the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, hold office, be on the 
claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organi-
zation is to provide an environment to increase public awareness, with 
education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation 

of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 

 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  CandHNow@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Librarian  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Refreshments:  Sue Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   Ron Gonsalves  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager: Kent Donalson  760-415-3515  kentsride@yahoo.com 
Director At Large: Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large: Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large: Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Past President:  Jim Hall 
 
 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN 

DIEGO COUNTY 


